great tapasvins filled with vairagya. If there be anyone trying, through tapomahima,
to aspire to your throne, just let me know and I will blind them with Moha and subdue
them with my invincible weapons. While 1 possess my magical bow and arrows and
you your thunder, what is there to fear in the three worlds? If there be great Yogins
on whom thy mighty weapon is ineffective, my arrows will accomplish thy desire.
There is nothing in the three worlds that can make my arrows ineffective. Even if
there be any one who eschews the very thought of woman and is immersed in deep
contemplation or even samadhi, my arrows can break through the barrier of calm
and create confusion in his mind so that he will run after the fair-sex seeking their
company to the exclusion of all japa and tapas. If there be a danava who is even
now preparing to invade Svargaloka, I shall make him forget his warlike preparation
and turn his attention to his inner chambers where his damsels can so sway his
passion as to completely subdue him to the extent that even their abuse would
sound loving to him; and he shall, due to this love-play, forget his initial purpose of
conquering thy Loka; and besides, wasting all his manly energy, he shall become a
mere weakling and die. On the other hand, if thy mind is fixed on any particular
woman, and she has rejected thy suit through pride, I shall forthwith change her
mind and bring her running into your arms. Even if she be a pativrata who will not
turn her mind to anyone other than her husband, ! can win her for you if you want
her, and she shall become thy slave by the power of my arrows. Tell me, 0 Lord
Indra! What is thy desire? My arrows shall carry out thy slightest wish. Be he a
human, a daitya or deva, Charana or Gandharva, who is there that can escape the
effect of my arrows? Nay, not even Brahma, Vishnu or the Great Mahesvara himself
who is ever in meditation merged. Please order me, and consider that thy desire is
forthwith fulfilled."

Indra was well pleased at the readiness and enthusiasm of Kandarpa. He said
to him: "0 Manmadha! Vanquisher of the Three Worlds! There is none to oppose
you. You are certainly capable of fulfilling our desires. Your action always safeguards
our interest and helps the universe in its onward evolutionary progress. I am quite
pleased with you and your valour. There is none to come to the rescue of all the
devas today but you. We are in a great dilemma and need an able commander-in-
chief to lead our armies against our enemy. Only the son born to Parvati and
Paramesvara can fill that post and none eise. Luckily, Parvati now dwells in the
same place as Sankara at Sthanvasrama. Uma is ministering to his needs and
comforts but Shiva has never paid any attention to her at all. After the passing
away of Sati Devi at Daksha's Yagha, Mahesvara is ever in Samadhi and cares not
to look upon women. Uma loves him dearly with all her heart and soul, and longs to
wed him; for she is no other than Sati Devi herself reborn as Parvati. Your duty now,
0 Makaraketana, is to pierce through Shiva's samadhi and agitate his mind in favour
of marrying Parvati. If you but succeed in this mission, you will have done very
great favour to me as well as these devas, not to speak of the inabitants of the three
worlds!"

Kama Deva was very much elated at this earnest request of Devendra, and so
replied with great alacrity: "Thy command shall be obeyed immediately". Making
his salutations to Devendra, he rose to depart on his mighty mission accompanied
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